
 
Cedar Hill ISD 2018 Summer Reading for Incoming English I, II, III, and IV Students 

“Summer slide” is the tendency for students to lose 
some of the achievement gains they made during the 
previous school year. Research shows that over the 
summer some students can lose 2-3 months of 
reading growth and development, which creates an 
achievement gap. Teachers then spend up to 4 weeks 
reteaching skills that were lost over the summer.  
 
So, this summer in Cedar Hill ISD, we are committed 
to encouraging independent reading through student 
choice as a way to stimulate thinking, build 
comprehension, and maintain reading fluency. 
Students in English I, II, III, and IV will be required to 
read one of the books listed below and complete a 
dialectical journal as a strategy for monitoring their 
own thinking.  

Please note that some of the books on these lists may contain mature language or situations. While 
giving students choice is designed to make the reading more fun for students, it will be important 
for parents to be involved in book selections. Parents and students will want to preview their 
potential book choice prior to reading and discuss if the book is the “right fit” for the student. One 
quick way to preview the subject matter is to read reviews from online sites like Barnes & Noble, 
Amazon, or Goodreads.com.  
 

*****NOTE: This assignment is due on the first day of school and will count as a test grade. 
In addition, students will be required to complete an oral presentation on a date chosen by 
the teacher. ***** 
 

What is a dialectical journal? 
The term “dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving question 
and answer.”  Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations with the text you are reading, which 
will help you develop a better understanding what you have read.  
Procedure: 

● As you read, choose quotes/passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-hand column of 
a T-chart (ALWAYS include page numbers).  

● In the right column, write your response to the text (ideas/insights, questions, reflections, and 
comments on each passage)  

● Label your responses using the following codes: 
(Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear (limit to only two) - be  
sure to respond to/reflect upon your question if/when you find an answer. 
(C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text 
(CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction 
(R) Reflect – think deeply about what the passage means in a broad sense – not just to the characters  
in the story.  What conclusions can you draw about the world, about human nature, or just the way  
things work?  
(E) Evaluate  - make a judgment about the character(s), their actions, or what the author  
is trying to say 

● Provide at least TWENTY hand-written entries. Your response must be at least 3 sentences. 
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How should my dialectical journal look? 
Sample Dialectical Journal Entries 

 
Student Name: Bea Smart Book Title/Author: Hatchet by Gary Paulsen Total pages: 195  

Quotes from the Text Page # My Thoughts from the Text 

“ ‘Thanks. It’s really nice.’ But the words sounded 
hollow, even to Brian.”  

p. 8 (Q) Why does Brian feel that way about getting a hatchet 
from his Mom? If the words sound hollow to Brian, he 
must not mean it. Why is he mad at his Mom?  

“No roads, no trails, no clearings. Just the lakes, 
and it came to him that he would have to use a 
lake for landing. If he went down into the trees he 
was certain to die.”  

p. 23 (R) I can’t imagine keeping my cool in a situation like this. 
I would be so afraid, and  he’s trying to land the plane 
without help from anyone! The lesson here is how 
important it is to keep your cool in a crisis.  

“Now, with the thought of the burger, the 
emptiness roared at him. He could not believe the 
hunger, had never felt this way. The lake water 
had filled his stomach, but left it hungry, and not it 
demanded food, screamed for food.” 

p. 48 (Q, C) It’s weird how Brian’s stomach is like a character 
now, driving his behavior. The author uses 
personification to help me understand how extreme his 
hunger is - “roared, screamed, demanded”. I’ve been 
hungry before, but never like that. Is he going to start 
eating things that are poison because he is so hungry? 

 

Dialectical Journals – Sentence Stems 
Consider using these sentence starters when completing your dialectical journals. 

(Q) Question – Ask about something in the passage 
that is unclear: 

● Who/when/where is…?  
● Why is this…important? 
● How are…and…alike/different? 
● What caused…to…? 
● What does it mean when s/he says…? 
● A question I have is…? 

(R) Reflect – Think deeply about what the passage means in 
a broad sense – not just to the characters in the story.  What 
conclusions/connections can you draw about your world, 
about human nature, or just the way things work? 

● A personal connection that I can make is… 
● This reminds me of… (historical event, news story, 

personal experience) 
● This is like everyday life when… 
● This is related to… 

(CL) Clarify – Answer earlier questions or 
confirm/disaffirm a prediction that you made when 
reading the book: 

● This seems to be about… 
● The main character (or any character) seems… 
● The author believes… 
● The most important idea is… 
● I think this word means… 
● At first I thought…, but now I think… 

(E) Evaluate – Make a judgment about the character, their 
actions, or what the author is trying to say. 

● This is like…because 
● This is different from…because… 
● I agree/disagree with the writer because… 
● This is a great word here because… 
● The character…seems… 
● If I were the author, I would… 
● I think the author wrote this because… 

(C) Connect –  
● This reminds me of (another novel or literary sample) because… 

● This is related to (earlier part in story) when… 
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**Additionally, ALL students are highly encouraged to read and annotate How to Read Literature Like 
a Professor: for Kids by Thomas C. Foster.** 

ENGLISH I and ENGLISH I PRE-AP 

 
The Pearl  

by John Steinbeck  

 
Brown Girl Dreaming 

by Jacqueline Woodson 

   
Animal Farm  

by George Orwell 

 
Speak  

by Laurie Halse Anderson 
 

ENGLISH II and ENGLISH II PRE-AP 

 
Monster 

by Walter Dean Myers 

 
The Joy Luck Club  

by Amy Tan 

 
1984  

by George Orwell 

 
Things Fall Apart 
by Chinua Achebe 

 

ENGLISH III 

 
The Color Purple  
by Alice Walker 

 
Brave New World 
by Aldous Huxley 

 
Bronx Masquerade  

by Nikki Grimes 

 
The Bean Trees 

by Barbara Kingsolver 

 

ENGLISH IV 

 
Gulliver’s Travels 
by Jonathan Swift 

 
Wuthering Heights 

by Emily Bronte 

 
Civil Disobedience 

by Henry David Thoreau 

 
Their Eyes Were Watching God 

by Zora Neale Hurston 
 

ENGLISH III AP Language and Composition and  
ENGLISH IV AP English Literature and Composition 

Due to the specificity of this course, please see the required summer reading documents at 
www.chisd.net/readtolead 

http://www.chisd.net/readtolead
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Grading Rubric 
A 

90-100 
Mastery Level  

● Quotes are relevant, important, thought provoking, and representative of a character in the novel  
● Thoughtful interpretation and commentary  
● You carry on a dialogue with the writer 
● You question, agree, disagree, appreciate, and object  
● Metacognitive and inference skills evident  
● Makes insightful personal connections and asks thought-provoking, insightful, questions  
● Coverage of the text is complete and thorough  
● Journal is neat, organized and professional looking; student has followed directions and is organized 
● Sentences are grammatically correct with correct spelling and punctuation  

B 
80-89 

Proficient Level  
● A solid effort is evident  
● Less detailed, but good quotations  
● Your quotes are relevant and connect to a character in the novel  
● Some insightful commentary; entries exhibit insight and thoughtful analysis  
● You create some new meaning through connections with your own experiences and the text. 
● You raise interesting questions  
● Metacognitive and inferencing skills are emerging  
● Adequately addresses all sections of the reading assignment  
● Journal is neat and legible; student has followed directions in the organization of the journal 
● Sentences are somewhat grammatically correct with minor errors in spelling and punctuation 

C 
70-79 

Familiarity Level  
● You included an insufficient number of entries  
● You selected quotes that may be interesting to you, but that don’t necessarily connect to the novel  
● Entries exhibit insight and thoughtful analysis at times  
● You make connections, but explain with little detail  
● You ask simple questions of the text  
● You may agree or disagree, but don’t support your views  
● Metacognitive and Inferencing skills shown at a limited level  
● Addresses most of the reading assignment; there are gaps in coverage  
● Journal is fairly neat; may be difficult to read 
● Sentences contain grammatical errors with careless spelling and grammatical errors 

D 
60-69 

Perfunctory Level  
● You include very few entries 
● Entries exhibit limited insight or none at all  
● You create little or no meaning from the text  
● You make an occasional connection to the text, but the ideas lack development  
● Sentences contain numerous grammatical and spelling errors  
● Most entries are plot summaries or paraphrased  
● Limited coverage of the text; sections with few entries or not covered  
● Did not follow directions in organizing journal; difficult to read or follow 

F 
59 and below 

●  Incomplete/Does not meet the standards above 

0 ● Did not complete the assignment by the due date.  

 


